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July 2010
Dear Parent / Carer / Young Artist
We write to inform you of a new opportunity to join our cohort of students in The Beaford Academy for academic year 2010-11, with Beaford Arts and the Devon Learning and Development Partnership enrichment programme:

The Beaford Academy (TBA) for Gifted and Talented Yr8 – Yr10 Art and Design students 
Our aim is to enable and equip each student to work more regularly in a professional arts environment with artists, galleries and businesses to nurture their talents through new opportunities as emerging and exhibiting young artists. The Beaford Academy will provide a sustained residential enrichment programme to enhance and extend the provision for some of the region’s most able Gifted and Talented artists; it will monitor and challenge each of its members throughout the year. 
Supported by Phil Creek, Chair of South West Gifted and Talented Education (SWGaTE) and Art and Design and Gifted and Talented Advisor for DLDP, with Caroline Preston, Arts Education and Course Development Leader for Beaford Arts, and Sara Dudman, Lead Tutor, TBA will deliver a tailored learning structure which meets the needs of each student. Our objective is to encourage, deepen and strengthen each young person’s engagement with and passion for visual arts practice outside of the school environment.
Meeting for a minimum of four times a year (to include three long weekends during the autumn, spring and summer term and a summer school), TBA will consist of students across the age range of KS3 – KS4: Yr8-10. While TBA is heavily subsidised, each student will be asked to contribute a total of £420 which can be paid in full or through instalments throughout the year. This payment will cover the cost of food and accommodation, course materials and tuition. Students will be responsible for their own travel costs to and from the centre. Bursary places are available for each authority to students who are eligible through South West Gifted and Talented Education.
The students selected will work as artists in residence in Beaford Arts studios during each course, giving them the opportunity to learn during taught sessions as well as the freedom to develop their skills with professional tutors and artists thus preparing them for further education in art and design. They will be challenged to discuss and lead their own creative direction and development of work, while monitoring and evaluating progress through clear and achievable targets set individually in consultation with tutors throughout the year.  We offer the opportunity of certification for their work through Arts Award with Trinity College London to those who wish to participate in the award. Beaford Arts is a registered Arts Award Centre with trained Arts Award Advisors.
Submissions can be made during the summer term with a deadline of August 30th. See application details.
Membership of the Academy will be on an annual basis subject to attendance and commitment as the students are challenged and monitored to achieve their potential. This membership can then be renewed on application each year, subject to student commitment and parent/carer and tutor agreement. This will enable sustained progression year by year.
We will ask for teacher and parent/carer endorsement that the student is a high attainer, is mature enough to spend time away from home (including residential stays), and is capable of working intensively from 9am-9pm when required. This helps ensure that each selected student benefits fully from the development opportunities offered.

Young artists who feel they have the necessary qualities and abilities are asked to submit a set of high quality digital images of work on a CD or a set of photographs/scans/photocopies (no larger than A4 in size) which have been created this academic year. This should include at least:

· One observational drawing

· One composition expressing the use of colour 
· One imaginative interpretation of your own interests
This can be work that has already been created or new work to support the theme of ‘me, myself and I’. The minimum number of pieces of work is three and the maximum is five. We will be looking for:


· Technical ability

· Creative approaches 

· A personal and individual response

This can be accompanied by an optional written application of no more than 100 words detailing artistic interests, experiences to date and aspirations.
The CD, photographs or photocopies should be addressed to: 
Caroline Preston, Arts Education and Course Development Leader, Beaford Arts, Greenwarren House, Beaford, Winkleigh, Devon EX19 8LU  to arrive by 30th August. 
The maximum size of hard copies is A4. Successful applicants will be informed by 1st October 2010.
We would be most grateful if you could pass on copies of this letter to students who might benefit from the opportunities the academy presents and are able and talented in art and design. This letter and application form can be downloaded from Beaford Education, within the Beaford Arts website, which also gives further details of our work.
Do give me a call if you would like to discuss The Beaford Academy in more detail or receive a Beaford Arts Education brochure to provide you with more information about our work in arts education.  

With best wishes
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Caroline Preston 

Arts Education and Course Development Leader 
‘The first-hand experiences of learning outside the classroom can help to make subjects more vivid and interesting for pupils and enhance their understanding. It can also contribute significantly to pupils’ personal, social and emotional development.’    LOtC Ofsted report, October 2008
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